Supreme Court case could cripple labor unions in public sector – 2/26/18
The U.S. Supreme Court will hear arguments on Monday for a case that some believe could have a significant impact on the influence of public-sector labor unions.
Known as Janus vs. American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, the case will determine whether it is constitutional to require government workers to pay a “fair share” fee to unions for the coverage and protection afforded to them under collective bargaining even if they choose not to be members.
Only 22 states allow unions to collect fair-share fees. The unions in these states that benefit from collecting the money argue it is fair because the employees who are not direct members, but are covered by collective-bargaining agreements, still benefit from their efforts.
Detractors argue that non-members are forced to pay a fee to support unions’ increasingly politically-focused causes that they do not support.
If the plaintiff wins the case, public unions will lose out on fees from some individuals who may choose not to join but still want the benefits, also known as “free riders,” which could cost the groups a lot of money.
Union membership is on the decline, specifically in the private sector, where fair-share fees are prohibited in most states. The overall rate of union membership was 10.7% last year, compared with 20.1% in 1983, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. In 2017, 6.5% of private-sector workers belonged to a union, while 34.4% of public-sector workers were members.
The decline in membership is not a death knell for unions, just a call for them to restructure, according to Ilya Shapiro, a senior fellow in constitutional studies at the Cato Institute.
“It’s not like public sector unions have disappeared in the other [28] states … they operate differently … their operations are more efficient,” he told FOX Business. “The shape of the unions, the way they operate, will change.”
A loss for unions may serve to curtail their involvement in non-labor-related efforts because they will have significantly less money to spend on politics, according to Shapiro.
“It will erode unions’ electioneering and politicking, and involvement in issues that are unrelated to workers’ interests, like abortion or gun control, or things that are political issues that have nothing to do with the unions themselves or the workers they are representing,” he said.
An earlier Supreme Court case on union fees, Friedrichs vs. California Teachers Association, ended in a   4-4 stalemate after Justice Antonin Scalia died. He was perceived as a swing vote in the Friedrichs case, while his replacement, Justice Neil Gorsuch, is expected to be more firmly rooted on the conservative side of the argument.
“Going into argument, Gorsuch is considered to be safer vote for the challengers than Scalia was for the Friedrichs [case],” he said.
Turkey's Erdogan in row over 'girl martyr' comment on TV
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has been criticised after telling a girl in military uniform that she would be honoured if killed while fighting.  "If she's martyred, they'll lay a flag on her," he told the sobbing girl at a televised congress of his AK party.
His supporters cheered "Chief! Take us to Afrin!", in reference to Turkey's operations against Kurdish fighters in Syria's northern Afrin region.
The speech has been described as "child abuse" and a glorification of death.
In the event, broadcast live on state television, the young girl dressed as a soldier seems to catch the attention of Mr Erdogan, who then invites her to the stage.  "Look what you see here! Girl, what are you doing here? We have our maroon berets here, but maroon berets never cry," he told her, referring to the beret worn by the Turkish Special Operations Forces.
[bookmark: _GoBack]"She has a Turkish flag in her pocket too... If she's martyred, they'll lay a flag on her, God willing," he said during the congress in the southern town of Kahramanmaras on Saturday.  "She is ready for everything, isn't she?" The girl replied: "Yes."
Mr Erdogan then kissed her face and let her go. The girl has not been identified and was not immediately clear why she was wearing a military uniform.
Users on Twitter have condemned Mr Erdogan's speech, with one comparing it to "child abuse".
Another comment read: "It's a shame, it's very bad. She's just a child, you don't wish her dead and you don't say 'God willing' for that!"  He has not yet responded to the criticism.
It is not the first time that Mr Erdogan's comments on martyrdom have caused controversy in Turkey, where every soldier or police officer killed on duty is considered a "martyr", says BBC Turkish's Onur Erem.
Mr Erdogan's opponents criticise him for using the funerals of dead soldiers and children for highly politicised speeches. They also say his own sons evaded military service, but his supporters do not seem to be influenced, our correspondent adds.
Turkey began an offensive in Afrin - which it has dubbed operation Olive Tree - in January, against the People's Protection Units (YPG), the armed wing of the Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD).
The Kurds have administered semi-autonomous enclaves south of the Turkish border since Syrian forces pulled out in 2012, and the YPG has taken control of other territory after driving out Islamic State (IS) fighters.
Turkey sees the YPG as an extension of the banned Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which has fought for Kurdish autonomy in Turkey for three decades. The YPG denies any direct military or political links with the PKK

